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INTRODUCTION 
 
Over the past 2–3 years efforts to find larvae and 
associated larval host plants have been mainly 
focussed on moths. However, when butterfly larvae 
are found, such specimens are collected and also 
reared mostly with the aim to improve photographic 
records of the applicable life cycles. A new larval 
host plant for a butterfly species and confirmation of 
another host plant species from an already published 
genus have been noted during field surveys as part of 
the caterpillar rearing project. 
 
OBSERVATIONS  
 
Two seasons ago some acraeine larvae were found 
on an unknown herbaceous plant species. Some were 
collected for rearing to determine the Acraea species. 
Samples of the small herbaceous plant were also 
collected for identification purposes. The rearing 
project failed mainly due to the lack of sufficient 
fresh food even though plants found in the veld were 
watered in an attempt to maintain a constant supply 
of fresh food. 
 
A plant sample was taken to a local botanist, J. 
Rushworth, for identification. The plant with its 
beautiful golden yellow flowers was Streptopetalum 
serratum (Hochst) (Fig. 1) of the family 
Passifloraceae. 
 
This past season the larvae were again noted and 
there appeared to be more plants growing in the veld. 
Larvae were once again collected and the food plants 
carefully nurtured in containers of water to ensure 
longer sustainability. Finally the first larva 
suspended itself from a twig and formed a perfect 
chrysalis. Seven days later the adult emerged. The 
species expected was Acraea oncaea Hoppfer, 1855 
but, looking at the underside of the drying wings, the 
picture just did not fit. Later in the day the butterfly 
was stirred into opening its wings to reveal its 

identity: Acraea natalica Boisduval, 1847 (Fig. 2). 
 
Various sources of literature [Kroon (1999), Otto 
(2014), Woodhall (2006) and Williams (2015)] were 
consulted to determine if S. serratum had previously 
been recorded as a larval host plant. No records were 
found indicating this. 
  

  
 
Figure 1 – New larval host plant of Acraea natalica – 
Streptopetalum serratum 
 
According to Otto (2014) the family Passifloraceae 
has three species listed as larval host plants for A. 
natalica, namely Adenia glauca (Schinz), A. 
gummifera (Harv.) Harms and Passiflora caerulea 
L. (exotic). Williams (2015) includes a further two 
species of this family namely A. cissampeloides 
(Planch. Ex Hook.) Harms and A. lobata (Jacq.) 
Engl., both of which do not occur in southern Africa. 
 
During May 2015 on a field excursion to look 
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specifically for activity of Phyrriades anchises 
anchises Gerstaecker, 1871, a Charaxes larva was 
spotted on a tree (Fig. 3). As the Coetzers were in 
attendance, the larva was immediately identified as 
belonging to Charaxes jasius saturnus Butler, 1866.  
 
All attempts at guessing the identification of the tree 
failed as the growth form was unusual. C. j. saturnus 
is known to be polyphagous but this specimen just 
did not “ring any bells”. Samples of the tree were 
collected for identification and the larva was also 
collected to rear. 
 

 
 
Figure 2 – Life history of Acraea natalica (from top): 
larva; pupa; freshly eclosed imago; upperside. 
 
On return from the excursion, all tree species listed 
as larval host plants for this butterfly species were 
checked in available literature but none matched the 
collected samples. Once again the local botanist was 
consulted and the tree was identified as a fairly 
common member of the woodland savannah 

Elaeodendron (=Cassine) transvaalense (Burtt 
Davy) R. H. Archer (Celastraceae). C. j. saturnus is 
given as utilising larval host plants of six plant 
families in Otto (2014) but Williams (2014) lists 
seven families of larval host plants throughout its 
African range. The genus Elaeodendron 
(Celastraceae) is given as a larval host in Williams 
(2014) but not the specific species. The quoted 
reference uses the term “species” but it is unclear 
whether it refers to the singular or plural. The citation 
is from Henning (1989) who used the singular 
abbreviation ‘sp’. Four species of Elaeodendron 
occur in southern Africa (van Wyk & van Wyk, 
2013) and E. transvaalense is now confirmed as a 
C. j. saturnus larval host plant. 
 

 

 
 
Figure 3 – Larvae of Charaxes jasius saturnus: 1st instar 
(upper); final instar (lower) 
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